
 

 

INTERNAL AUDIT BODY EXPRESSES SHOCK AT 
ASSASINATION ATTEMPT ON SABC EXEC AND CALLS 

FOR GREATER PROTECTION FOR ITS MEMBERS  

 
Johannesburg, 10 June 2019 - The Institute of Internal Auditors SA (IIA SA) is 
shocked and concerned at the alleged attempted assassination of the chief audit 
executive of the SABC Thamsanqa Zikode on Friday night. 

For some time now the IIA SA has repeatedly issued warnings and calls for greater 
protection for its members following alarming increases in reports of intimidation, 
harassment and violence against them. The recent Anti-intimidation and Ethical 
Practices Forum’s survey, carried out by the IIA SA, and seven other professional 
bodies also confirms this with anecdotal evidence.  However, more shockingly, a 
recent IIA SA survey released just two weeks ago, revealed that 25 % or 1 in 4 of 
CAEs who responded to the survey working in SOEs fear for their lives due to the 
nature of their job.  

This is in comparison to 40% of those in local government and 37.5% in national 
government.  (*see attached press release dated 24 May 2019*) 

In light of the most recent incident, the IIA SA again calls for greater political will to 
ensure measures are in place to protect those professionals whose job it is to help 
safeguard organisations against malfeasance, fraud, corruption, the flouting of good 
governance principles and unethical behaviour. 

“In addition, we also call on the law enforcement authorities to swiftly investigate 
these matters and bring those accountable to book. It is a fact that some of our 
members have died in the line of duty and some cases have yet to be resolved. This 
situation is simply untenable and has grave consequences for the profession and the 
country,” said IIA SA CEO Dr Claudelle von Eck. 

Von Eck stated that the public should not be fooled into thinking that it is only internal 
auditors in the public sector who are under fire. Our research points to worrying 
signs of the same things happening in the private sector. 

She added that the Institute noted with appreciation the SABC statement in which 
the Chairman confirmed that the Board will not be intimidated by the incident. She 
stressed however that the Board must take steps to ensure the safety of the CAE 
and his team.  



Boards must work towards the eradication of a culture of fear and cultivate ethical 
cultures in their organisations. Despite great legislation, whistle blowers still find 
themselves unprotected.  

“Today internal auditors are more exposed than ever. We therefore call for greater 
protection and will ensure, as a professional body and as internal auditors, we 
continue to play an intrinsic role in combatting crime, corruption and corporate 
malfeasance without fear, favour or intimidation,”  Von Eck concluded. 

 

-ENDS- 

 

About IIA SA 

The Institute of Internal Auditors South Africa (IIA SA) is part of an international network 
representing the interests of Internal Auditors worldwide. As a part of this international 
network, the IIA SA upholds and supports the fundamental tenets of the profession - the 
Code of Ethics and the International Standards for the Professional Practice of Internal 
Auditing. The IIA SA supports the profession by providing a wide range of services dedicated 
to the education and advancement of internal auditors and dynamically promoting and 
developing the profession in South Africa. The IIA SA’s objectives are to build the profession, 
its credibility and a thriving business environment in South Africa. 
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